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REMARKS OF MR. CLEMENS. 



The Senate jsroceeded to the unfinished business, j 

being the l-esolutio.ns from the General Assennbly 

of the State of Vermont, which were presented on 

Tuesday last by Mr. X/puam, as foUows: 

RcBolvcd-by ttic Senate and House of Rejrresentaiives, .That 
slavery ia a crime against humanity, and a sore evil in the 
body poiitic, that was excused in the framers of tfte Federal 
CJonsiimiion aa a ciime entailed upon., the country by their 
predeccaaorrjj and tolerated solely as a thing of inexorable 
necessity. 

Resolved, That the so-called "cornpromises of the Cohati- 
lution" restrained the Federal Government from interfering 
>viUi slavery only iu the State.gin winch it theii existed, and 
from interference with the 8la,ve trade only for a limited 
lime, virhich iia^Jbng since expired ; and that the powers 
conferred upon Congress by the Constitution to suppress the 
slave trade, to regulafe commerce between the States, to 
govern the Territories, and* to admit new States— powers 
conferred with an express intention " to form a more per- 
fect uniorr, establish justice, insure domestic tranquillity^ 
pnwide for the common defence, promote the general wel- 
fare, and sccme the blessings ofliberty to ourselves and our 
posterity"— mijy all rightfully be used RO as to prevent the 
extension of slavery into territory how free, and to abolish 
fiaveryand the slave trade wherever either exiistsunder the 
jurisdiction of Congress. 

R^olviid, That out Senators and Representiitivcs i« Con- 
gress be t'equested to resist by all and every constiiuiioual 
means the extension of slavery in any manner, whether by 
the annexation to slaveholdinK Texas of territory now free, 
or by the admission to tlie Union of territory already ac- 
quired, or which may be hereafter acquifcd, without an 
express prohibition of slavery, either in the conptituiion of 
each new State askin;; admission, or in the act of Congress 
providing for such admission. 

Resolvcn, farther, That our Senators and Repre.sentattves 
in Congress be rerjucsled to support every just, and prudent 
mt'asura for the exeliiN-ion of .slavery from the District of 
Columbia ; for the entire siippression'of the slave trade on 
the high seas, and wherever else Congress has jurisdiction ; 
and generally to relievo the Federal Government from all 
responsibility for the existence, maintenance, or tolerance 
of slavery, or the; traffic in slaves. 

ResolbcA, further, That our Senators in Congress be in- 
structed, and our Representatives retiuestcd, "to use their 
exerlicns for the speedy organization of a territorial govern- 
ment for New Mexico and California, with a provision for- 
ever excluding involuntary servitude, except for crime, 
tlierefrons. 

Resolved, Thtit the Governor he reqnested fo furnish a 
copy of tiie foregoing resolulions to each of our Beiiators 
and Keprtssentatives in Congress, and to the Governor of 
each State in the Uiiion. 

*ipproved No vernier 12, 1819. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I voted the otherday'against 
the motion to lay the question of printing these 
resoUitions upon the table, not from any respect for 
the body who adopted them, or any desire to ex- 
.tend k courtesy to those who could so far forget what 
w?a!3 due to the people of the southern States, and 
totheirown characters, as to clothe such sentiments 
; in such language. But I agree with the Senator 
s from South Carolina [Mr. Butleu] that the people 
: of the South ought to he acquainted with northern 
[ feeling. I desire theao resolutions printed for an- 
other reason: I wish to show my constituents that 
the declaration?, ao often and so earnestly miide that 



the North does not intend to, iht'erferc with slavery 
where it exists h entirely false, arid intended only* 
to deceive. This game has been played v/ith some 
success heretofore, and I should consider myself 
very culpable if I did not now expose it. At iia 
true, we still have the declaration of Senators that 
all interference mith sfam-y in ihe States h {oreign 
tp their purposes, but it is asking too much' of our 
crediility to expect us to believe such, statements 
when they are accompanied by the idtfbduction of 
re.^dlulions dii-ectly contradicting their ixssertions." 
These resolutions do not stop at the saone point 
with the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Chase.] The^ 
go far beyond the ground We. has taken. They as- 
sert that the so-caued comprorhises of the Consti- 
tution restriC- interference with slavery only in the 
States in which it existed at the time of the adop- 
tion of that instrument. Aiid, according to the doc- 
trine here avowed. Congress has the power to 
abolish slavery in Alabama, or in any other State 
admitted since the adoption of |he Constitution. 
Another and a bolder step has been taken in the 
march of aggression. Another mask has beeh 
removed and another deformity revealed. I am 
ready, therefore, to vote" for the printing of any 
number of these resolutions, for the purpose of 
distributing them among the people of the South. 
It ia time we understood this question, and ktiew 
what we shall be Ga[led upon, to resist. So far as 
my action goes, that knowledge shall not be with- 
held. 

Wc have never asked anything at your hands 
beyond a strict adherence to the Constitution. 
We have never proposed ahy interference with 
your domestic relations. We have not assumed a 
censorship over your morals. We have asked from 
you no boon, and desired nothing but non-inter- 
vention with the rightn secured to us by the Con- 
stitution, and for the rnaintehanc* of which your 
fathers solemnly and deliberately pledged iiheir 
faith. Surely these are not hard conditions. Ni'ilii' 
ing but the most determined spirit of intermeddling 
—-nothing but the most reckless disregard of con- 
sequences, or the most profound contempt for all 
the warnings we have given, could induce ■ liie 
northern people to persist in the mad career they* 
have been running for the last fifteen years. When 
the futtil'e historian rcco>s^s the events of ttuii 
period, in no matter how truthful and sitnple lan- 
guage, will ppisterity believe the story ? Will those 
\vho are to c6|me after us believe it possible that ii 
whole people, from a mere spirit of aggression, 
without a motive apart from the pleasure which 
the tyraiJtalways ft'«ls in the infliction of a wrong, 
have mftdly torn to piecei^ the most glorious fabric 
ever erected by human hands.' The miserable 
plea th^t you are actuated by a deaire to improve 
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the morals of the South, and the equally misemWe 
affectation of special devotion to the cause of hu- 
manity, will soon be forgotten, or remembered 
cnlv as an evidence of the deep hypocrisy of 
which human nature is sometimes capable. Your 
acts and your inotives must both be reviewed by 
a tribunal v/hich cannot fi\il to pronounce them 
something worae ihan inaane. When the fountain 
first bubbSed into day, its waters were supply by 
folly; but the stream has gathered in its TOurse 
ao mu^h of hypocrisy and wickedness, thai we 
are constrained to detest what at first we only 
despised. 

The value of the slave property in the southern 
Stj^tea exceeda nine hundred millions of dollars. 
No people ever existed , or ever will exist, who 
"Would consent to the destruction of ihia vast 
wealth without a long and desperate strugglej and 
can it be possible that you dream of effecting its 
destruction by peaceful means, when you have to 
ileal with a race constitutionally brave, even to 
rashness, and as prone to resentment as " the 
sparks to fly* upwards ?" Or do you indulge that 
other delusion, that it is in your power to compel 
submission? If either of these fancies have taken 
possession of the northern mind, take rny advice, 
and be in some haste to expel it. The most dan- 
gerous i^nis faiims that ever lured a wanderer by 
night into a deadly quagmire is harmless when 
compared with such a guide. 

Suppose we had no motive to resist abolition 
agitation save the powerful one of protecting our 
property: would you, if the picture were reversed, 
hesuaie one moment about the adoption of the 
most extreme measures? Would you have borne 
v(rbat we have already submitied to ? What would 
be your conduct, if, year after yearj we flooded 
this hall with petitions to burn tfown your facto- 
ries ? If, year after year, we insulted you with 
resolutions, passed by Slate Legislatures, decla- 
ring that the system of white, .slavery, which unde- 
niably exists in your manuiaciories and elsewhere, 
jB offensive to the moral senpe of ih*; South, and 
one from which it became a Cliristiin> people to 
divorce themselves ? Suppose we reminded you of 
the pauperism and crime in your great cities; of the 
banila of juvenile vagrants " pilfering whenever! 
opportunity offer§, and bef;ging when they cannot 
steal;'' of the parents driving their children forth, 
the sons to commit felonit-a, and the daughters to 
prostitution.* Ail these things we might urge 
wiih far more justice thun belongs to any of your 
do-^iplaints aguinst us. But would you bear it? 
would you tolerate such petitions, or listen with 
patience to such resolutions? If you did, you 
would beliv the character which the world has i 
-given to the Yankee Stales. j 
The Senator from Ohio says that he is noi to be i 
deterred by menaces of disunion, from pursuing the 
cburse he has marked out for himself. I have no 
wish to deter him. Iqjvnni him and other north- 
ern men to come up boldly, and do what they tell 
us their constituencies liave demanded. I make 
no menaces, but I insist that the Senators froin 
Vermont obey the instnictions of their Legisla- 
ture, and introduce the bills they are there required 
to introduce. I borrow the language of a mem- 



ber in the other end of the Capitol, and tell them 
to " come up and face the music." Do not dodge 
the question. Do not attempt to get rid of it by 
indirection, but stand up, ae the reprefeentutiyes of 
freemen ought to do, and look it m the face. If 
you are right, or believe yourselves sOf persevere. 
If you are wrong, but yet believe you can commit 
that wrong with impunilyv keep on. We have a 
lesson in store for you which msy be severe, but 
will certainly be useful. 

The South, Mr. President, di.sclaims the lan- 
guage of menace, but it ia nevertheless due to all 
parties that her deliberate purposes should be 
plainly announced. We do not intend to stand 
still and have our throats cut because the bulche? 
chooses to soothe us under the operation with 
honeyed words. You carr deceive ua no longer by 
the catchwords " conciliation and harmony." 
Nor can our voices be stilled by the fear of in- 
curring the reproach of imnrudeme, I said the 
9ther day, and I repeal now, that the time, for 
prudential action has gene by. It is this pruiUnce, 
of which we have heard so much, that has brought 
us to the situation in which we now are. it is 
this constant talking about pntikntial action which 
has induced the people of the North to believe 
that we do not intend to resist. 

There is a point at which^prudencc changes 
from a virtue to a vice, and it often happens that 
At is used only as another name for cowardice. It 
is not to be wondered at if our good brethren of 
the North have mistaken the one for the other , and 
have thus found courage to persi-st in a crusade 
which promised to be unattended with danger. I 
know not if they v/ill thank me for undeceiving 
them, but it i& my habit to <I|al plainly with ail 
men, and I now proclaim ths l you have reached 
the utmost limit to which you can go. There is 
a line beyond which you must not pasa. You 
have marched up to it, and now cross it if you 
dare. 1 do not say th'si to intimidate. 1 do not 
believe it will have that effect. On the cbntrary, 
I believe with the Senator from South Carolina, 
[Mr. Calhoun,] that this movement.nnH run its 
course, i\nd end, as al! similar things have ended, 
in blood and, tears.' The demagogues of the North 
have raised a tempest they cannot control. It is 
impelling them onwards with an irresistible force— 
they can neither recede nor stand still; and, how- 
ever fearful may be the path before them, it i« 
one they must tread. For a miserable partisan 

bitter 

ng iiatreas, which 
are now bringing forth deadly fruits. " Tiiey 
have sown the wind, and mujil reap the whirl- 
wind." In the history of nations there are fre- 
quently periods when the staieanmn feela himself 
borne along upon a turbulent tide to an unknown 
port. A curtain ia drawn between him and the 
future which his utmost sagacity fail;? to penetrate 
But that period is past with us. Fold after fold of 
the curtain has been rolled away, and the view be- 
yond is neither dim nor indistinct. He who cannot 
now trace out step by step each succcisive event of 
the future, has learned but Httie from the past his- 
tory of mankind, and is ill fitted to be the lawgiver 
of a nation. The North will not save the Union, 
j and the South cannot, unless indeed we submit to 
J These facts are taken from the "Rcfwrt of tho Chief of li '"'^igniV-^^ wrongs of so degrading u character 



purpose they have excited and kept alive 
sectional jeulousiea, and burning liatreds,'v 



Police," New York, commencing May let and ending Oc 
tober31,1849. *^ 



as would almost make our fathers "burst the cere- 
ments of the tomb," and come among us once more 
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to denounce and disown thie degenerate descendants 
who bad disgraced a glorious ancestry. Wc know 
well what we have to expect. ISfortliern demands 
have assumed a form which it is impossible for us 
10 misunderstand. Pirst conies our cxchision from 
the territories. Next abolition in the District of 
Columbia — in the forta, arsenaUi, dock-yards, &c. 
Then the prohibition of the e'ave trade between 
the Slates; and, finally, total abolition. These re- 
sults are Just as certain, unless th6 first step is 
firmly resisted, aa that the sun will rise to-morrow, 
and the night will follow hi9 going down. Here- 
tofore it has been pretended that it was not the pur- 
pose of any considerable body at the North to in- 
terfere with slavery in the S?ates; but this is em 
iiluaion which these resolutions have come in good 
time to dispel. I always knew it was false, but i 
did not expect to see the cloak so soon thrown 
aside. But even if it were true, I svould fitill say I 
do not choose to place myself at your mercy. I 
will not exchange the fortifications which the Con- 
stitution has thrown around my rights for a frail 
reliance on your generosity or your forbearance. 
Concession never yet satisfied fanaticism, nor has 
the march of the wrong-doer ever been stayed by 
the supplications of the sufferer. Situated as we 
are, the impulse of manliness is the dictate of pru- 
dence. Our duty and our obvious policy alike 
demand that we should' meet the danger on the 
threshold, and fall or conquer there. It is of no 
consequence fay v;hat name you choose to designate 
your aggressions. When a principle is established 
which must bring not only poverty but desolation 
and death to the South, it is immaterial -tvhether you 
call it abolition , free soil, or, to use the phrase of the 
Senator from Ohio, free democracy-, the end is the 
flame, and so should be the resistance also. When 
the fall of the outworks must be followed by the 
fall of the citadel, he is a poor commander who 
hesitates to risk everything in their defence. It is 
so with us; we cannot yield an inch of the ground 
we now occupy without compromising our safety, 
andi what is worse, incurring the reproach of eter- 
nal infamy. None but children can be imposed 
upon by the miserable delusion that abolition will 
pause in the midst of its successes. One triumph 
will but pave the way to anoth.erj unlfl the wildest 
dream of fanaticism becomes a reality, I under- 
stand the policy of the North, as avowed in the 
other end of the Capitol, is to urge but one mcas- 
l we, at the time; to proceed step by step, and to 
j hide as much as possible from the public eye all 
I future results. That would indeed be a shrewd 
game, and one well -worthy of the brain that con- 
ceived it; but, unfortunately for its success, there 
are more fingers than one in the pie; there are too 
nmny demugogues to control, and the sentiment 
they have awakened among the honest but mis- 
guided masses is too impatient of restraint to awnit 
a process. so slow and so fatiguing. They have 
been taught to believe that every hour slavery 
continues on the contiiient detracts from their 
chances of salvation, arid that its abolition has been 
specially intrusted to them by God himself. No 
wonder they go beyond the knaves who have 
duped them. No wonder they refuse to listen to 
prudenJiaf counsels, and demand prompt actio-), at 
whatever sacrifice of life or property to themselves 
or others. It is human nature — above all, it is the 
nature of the fanatic. 
But a few years since we were told that therig/il 



of pciidon was ail they designed to secure. Suc- 
cess has added boldness to their demands, and 
even thoye who claim to be moderate and conserv- 
ative men talk with uplifted hands of the horrors 
of slavery, and ?,xpect us to bs very grateful when 
they promise to postpone the work of robbery and 
murder yet a little longer, '' 

The Senator from Ohio, before taking his seat 
in this body, addressied a remarkable letter to one 
of his constituents, and he htis to-day rfliteratcd 
the sentiments it contained. He claims to be a 
Democrat, and avers that abolition constitutes a 
portion of the creed. Sir, the Senator from Ohio 
and myself have studied it in different schools, I 
think 1 know something of the faith which Jefler- 
son taught, and Madison and Jackson illustrated, 
r understand it to inculcate a strict construction of 
the Constitution, and a total abstinence from the 
exercise of any doubtful power. This ia the ivhole 
creed, summed up in a single sentence, and it 
needs no elaboration. Let us try the doctrine of 
free democracy hf this simple test. Where is the 
constitutional provision which gives to Congress 
the power to legislate upon the subject of slavery 
in the Territories or elsewhere? I maintain that it 
ia not to be found in that instrument, and that there 
is no granted power from which it can be implied. 
It follows, then, that the ext'rcise of the power 
must be anti-democratic, and free democracy de- 
generates into the purest federalism. But I do not 
choose to base my argument upon this ground 
alone. If Congress possessrid the power, its ex- 
ercise would be unjust and iniquitous — so unjust 
as to call for resistance " at every hazard and to 
the last extremity," The Senate must pardon me 
for asking, upon what principle of natural equity, 
aside from any question of constitutional right, 
the northern States rest their claim to exclusive 
possession of the Territories ? Did their treasure 
purchase the national domain? Was their blood 
alone poured out to acquire it? Or did it come 
down as an exclusive inheritance to them? I an- 
peal to the history of the country, from the earli- 
est dawn of the Revolution to the close of ourlatest 
struggle, for an answer. The money which has been 
paid for the Territories was raised by duties upon 
imports, levied notoriously and designedly for the ' 
protection of the North, and paid almost entirely 
try the South. Instead of a byrden to you, it has 
been a bonus. How stands theaccountof personal 
services? It was a southern man who pointed out 
the road from bondage to independence; who led 
you triumphantly through the perils of a seven 
years* war, and sternly refused the diadem with 
which a grateful soldiery would have crow^ned him. 
It was a southern general and southern soldiers who 
breasted the British bayonets at New Orleans, and 
added one of its brightest chapters to the history 
of the Republic. Southern blood has watered every 
plain from the St. Lawrence to the capital of the 
Aztecs. The memorable fields of Palo Alto and 
Resaca de la Pal ma were won by a southern gen- 
eral. It was before the genius of a southern loader 
that the walls and towers of Monterey crumbled 
into dust, and two southern regiments, struggling 
side by side in a glorious Hvalry, snatched from 
the cannon's mouth the palm of victory, Tn the 
narrow gorge of Angostura, southern valor again 
stemmed the tide of war, and rolled back the mur- 
derous charges of the foe. On the sands of Vera 
Crus another great name which the South haa 



6 



given to history and venov;n, udded lo a fame al- 
ready imperiehnble, nnd wrung from the reluctant 
nations of the Old World plaudits which they 
could not withhold. At Cerro Gordo the story of 
southern achievements was re-wril'ten in blood, and 
among the rocks and volcanoes of Contreraii the 
glorious old Palmetto Stale vindicated her right 
to the title of chivalrous, and silenced forever the 
tongues of her detractors. Sir, I mean to indulge 
in no disparagenoent of the North. She has fur- 
nished G;al!ant men who have done their duty nobly 
5jpon the field. I would not, if I could, tear a 
amgle laurel from her brow. But I claim that the 
record gives to us.at Icastan equality of the common j 
dangers, the common" sufferings, and the common 
triumphs, and i demand an ecjual participation in 
the righta they have established. . The Senator 
from Ohio considers this an enormous pretensioj;. 
Why is itenorraoua? It can only be because, in 
Ms view, reneated sobmiBsion has sanctified ag- 
gression, and the succe.ssful p^"petrat,ion of one 
wrong fully justifies another. Sir, however enpr- 
tiiom it may be, i can tell the Senator it is a 
pretension we do not mean to abandon. We have 
yielded time after time to northern encroachment. 
We have suffered one violation Qf the Constijiution 
to follow another, until we began, to lose our own 
aelf-respeci. But, thank God, a different spirit is 
BOW abroad in the land; and the descendants of 
those who fought at Eutaw, at Guilford, at the 
, Cowpens, and at liing's Moiintain, are beginning 
to manifest something of the old revolutionary 
blood. Repeated aggressions have forced us to 
recall many things v/e would v/iilingiy have for- j 
gotten, and new ifemands cannot fail to remind us [ 
of \vhat has already been granted. Perhaps it 
may not be altogether without its uses tp recall 
some .striking events in the history of the past. I 
suppose it has not escaped the memory of the 
$enator from Ohio, that the whole northwestern 
territory, now constituting the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, was 
originally slave territory. It was ceded to the 
Confederacy by the magnanimity of Virginia, 
and you have nmnifcstcd your gratitude by fos- 
tering upon its bosom a population who are now 
rqiadyjto sling to death their benefactors. In 1803 
v^e acquired Lousiaua, and of all that vast region 
you excluded us by the Missouri compromise 
from something like four-fifths of the whole, and 
appropriated it exclusively to yourselves. And 
this, be it remembered, was slave territory; not an 
acre of it came into the Confederacy free. In 1B19 
we acquired Florida and Ore/ron. and of this the 
South got 59,000 square milea. and the North 
341,000; making in aU «omething^ )ike 1,000,000 of 
square miles which the North has seized more than 
the South. We have submitted to this wholesale 
robbery with a patience that Job might have envied" 
Actuated by an anxious desire to preserve every 
bond of the Union unbroken, and every memory 
of the Revolution unembittcrcd,v;e have pocketed 
the wrong, and taken the wrong-doers lo our 
boaoms. But this mayifestation of christian for- 
bearance on our part has not purchased the ex- 
emption it intended to secure. Yo\i now claim 
the v/holc territory jjcquired in the war with Mex- 
ico,anu not only this, but the half of Texas besides. 
History, sir, has but one parallel case, it is that 
of Erennus casting his sword and belt into the 
Jscale, and I, for one, am ready to reply in the lan- 



guage of Camiilua, ** it is the custom with us Ro- 
mans to ransom our country not with gold, but 
with iron." ' 

U has become the fashion to answer every com- 
plaint made by the South with appeals in favor 
of the Union, and there are not wanting ready 
tongues and readier peiia to denounce all those vvho 
dare to calculate its value. Without professing to 
be any bolder than other men,! have yet enough of 
moral and physical csurage to,jiefy all such sense- 
less clamor.'?. The Union is valuable only for 
the privileges it confers and the rights it secures. 
When the government is so administered as to op- 
press and grind down.one portion of the Confeder- 
acy, it ceases to be an object of veneration lo me, 
ancl I am ready to rend asunder its firmest bonds. 
J If j^ou desire us to remain in the Union, deal with 
us justly and fairly. If you wish to preserve a 
community of interests, act in such a rhanner as 
to win back that kindly confidence you have done 
so much to forfeit. Until this is done, it is worse 
than idle to talk to me of the glories of the Union. 
That glory which is purchased by the degradation 
of the South, and enjoyed only amid insult and 
oppression, has no charms for me. Yet I would 
not have the Senate to understand that I am msen- 
sible to all the advantages which we have derived, 
and might still derive, from such a Union as our 
faihcra contemplated. Give rae that Union. Re- 
store that constitution which has been so mourn- 
fully disfigured, end I Will follow its Wanner 
through every peril humanity can face. But what 
reverence can you expect a southern man to en- 
i lei tain for a Union which m known to him chiefly 
through the insults it has sanctioned and the wrongs 
it has legalized. 

The Senator from Chio asks what grounds we 
have of complaint. The list of grievances is a 
long one, and the patience of the Senate would be 
exhausted if I attempted to recount them all. r 
will, hov/ever, remind him of some of the tnuny. 
claims the people of the North have established 
to our. gratitude. They have established clubs 
throughout the North for the dissemination of 
pamphlets and other incendiary publications among 
our slaves, in which the foulest libels upon' our 
citizens are mingled with the most terrible appeals 
to all the worst passions of the slave. Murder is 
boldly advocated, and the burning of our dwellings 
and the violation of our wives and daughters held 
up as a venial olTencc. They have formed combi- 
nations to steal and run away our properly. They, 
have hired lecturers whose sole business it is to 
inflame the public mind at the North against us. 
Enactment after enactment is crov/ded into yoiir 
statute books to hinder, delay, and defraud the 
southern man in the prosecution of hia constitu- 
tional rights. Your courts of justice have been 
conveUed into the vilest instruments of oppression, 
and, v/hen other means have failed to accomplish 
a robbery, riot and murder have been freely resort- 
ed to. Even your pulpits have become the sanc- 
tuaries of silander, and the temples dedicated to the 
worship of the living God have echoed and re- 
echoed to vile and base denunciations of our peo- 
ple and their institutions. Will yon tell me that 
j all this is the v/ork of a few rnad-brai ncd fanatics? 
{ I answer that a few fanatics could not have given 
color to the legislation of thirteen States, and pre- 
vcrted the justice of their courts. No, sir, no. It 
I is generai, nay, almost universal, and, whatever 
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maglo there mtify'be in that word "Union,'' it ha« 
no balm for wounds like these. 

The Senator from Ohio says that he only designs 
to prohibit the slave trade between (he Sta<es, and 
abolish slavery in this District, and other piaces 
where Congress has exclusive powers of legiela- 
tion. He muy well afford to pause at that point 
in his labors, for ail beyond that will follow with- 
out an cfFon, Your forts, arsenals, and dock 
yarda, v/ould ai once become cities of refuge for 
ihe slave, and the recovery of a fugitive ivould be 
utterly impracticable. Biit Ibe resolutions now 
under consideration g'O very far beyond this, and 
there are not wanting other evidences of more de- 
termined purposes, ' I have hero a speech deliv- 
ered not very long since by the Senator from 
New Yorlf, [Mr. Sewarb,] and I propose to 
trouble the Senate iviih some extracts from it. 
Before doing so, however, let me say that 1 un- 
derstt;nd the Senators from Ohio and New Hamp- 
shire have excluded the Sen'ator from New York 
from their political fellov/ship, and deny his right 
to be regarded as a f,rue disciple of the Abolition 
church. This is a degree of rank injustice, against 
which I feel bound to enter my prote.-Jt. The Sen- 
ator from New York is entitled to a higher place 
in the synagogue than either of them; for he has 
avowed opinions, and principles from which they 
ehrink with unaffected repugnance. Even your 
inerita, Mr. President, illustrious as they jconfesa- 
edly are upon this subject, must pale oefore the 
brighter glories which cluster around h'la hww. 
You are guilty of the criminal weakness of be- 
lieving that the Constitution which you are gworn 
to 




our institutions, yola yet acknowledge that" there 
are barriers which cannot be broken down, and 
restraints which must be respected. The Senator 
from ISlcvj York has, emancipaled himself from 
the thraldom of all such unmanly prejudices, and 
finds in the virtue of the people^ and in the Divine 
commandmenls, his apology and his justification. 
Heir hirn, and blush for your own feeble and' 
timid advocacy of a cause which has awakened 
8uch.emotion& and called forth sucK sentiments: 

"Slavery once the sin of not some of Ihe Stales only, 
butof ihem aH ; ofnotonriwiion only, bmof all nations. It. 
pervfiried and CQirriiplod tbo morai Bcuse of mankind deeply, 
universally ; nmj this corruption becamt a universal habit. 
* * * <t- It is written in the Constitution oi' the United 
States that five slaves Bliali count equal to three freemen as 
n baFiB of representation ; anil it is written, also, in violation 
of Ike Divine law, tiiat wc Ghall surrender the fugitive slave 
who takes a refuge at our firesides from his relentless .pur- 
suer. You bhiBli not at Iho^e things, becauKC they have be- 
come lu f.imiliar as household words. * * * * Whai, 
then, you say ; can nothing be done for freedom because the 
public conscience is inert Yes, much can be done—every- 
thing can be done—siavery can be Simiied to its present 
bounds — it can be ameliorated — it canhc a)id it must.be ahol- 
iskedy mid you and I can and jr*j*st doit." 

There is no evasion here. AH is open , bold , and 
undi.^guised- Wo cannot misunderstand this lan- 
guage, and I trust that 'no one hereafter will ask 
us to believe that anything short of total abolition 
will satisfy northern agitators, 

<' But we must begin deeper and lower tisau in the com- 
position and combination of factions and parlies, wherein thft 
Bt/-cngth and security of .slavery lie. You answer that ttliei> 
in the Constitution of thft United States and the constitutions 
und Saws of Ibo slaveholdint,' States. Not at all." 

Not at all." And -yet the Senator has come 
into this Chamber and taken an oath to support and 



defend that very Constitution v/hich ho had de- 
}iberate?y declared to bo in violaiion of the 0j>inft 
lav;, ana which he had Openly avowed hie pur- 
pose to tr<a)T)plo under fot>t. 

It is in the erronepiia Gcntimentof the Americaw people. 
Constitutions and law.'} can no more rise above the. vlrtuti of 
the peop}Q lhan t?io limpid stream cai) climb nbovc Ha natiyo 
spring. Inculcate the iovc of freedom and the equal riglila 
of man under the paternal yoof. Bee to it that Uiey ttift 
taught in iho whoois mti thahmchuB, Jteform your own. 
code. Kxtcnd a cordial xuckows to the fugitive v>ho la%^ his . 
weary livihs at your door, ami defend him as you woulS yow 
jiaicmal godf, Coirccttjour oim crrorBthal slavery has am ^ 
comiitidiimal .piaranlcc's which may not bit rdeaned, and^ugM ' 
not to hcrelinquiahcd. Say to slavery, when it shows ita.bdnd 
and <l<rmandti its poti.ifj offlesh, if it draws, one drop of blood, 
its life shall pay the forfeit." -...j 

If these were only the opinions of Wilwam H. 
Seward, I should not have thought it necessary to 
trouble the Senate v/ith what might then, have: 
been regarded as a very harmless exhibition of 
venomous propensities, Sut subsequent events 
have. stamped Ibem with animpOitance theyne.ver 
could have derived from him. He has since that 
period beeti clothed with Senatorial robes by the 
Empire State. He has been elected to the office 
he now holds with reference to this very matter, 
and we arc hound to believe he truly reflects the 
v/ill of the people whose representative he ia. 
With him, therefore, I have nothing more to do. 
The reaponsibility haa passed from his ehoulderfl 
to that of more potent endorsers. And let me ask 
you, sir, in all sincerity, what respect you can en- 
tertain, for the intellect of the Soutli, when, with 
aU these evidenceftat hand, you yet think it possi- 
blfj to deceive us. If, with speecheg like these be- 
fore us, an^ a knov/ledge of the rev/ardis which 
have followed them, we had not been awakened to 
ningnitudo of the coming danger, we shoitld' 
have dciieryed to bear the chaitis you hftve been 
forging for our arms. ^ 

t have no threats to make— they are out of time 
and. placej but I, tell you, more in sorrow than in 
anger, not only that you must pause, but that you 
must retrace your steps. The guarantees of the 
Constitution, rnust be respected, and its promises 
held, sacred, or the moat weak and tiinid man ib 
the State I in port represent v/ould scorn your alli- 
ance, and shatter yotir Confedemcy. Jhdeed, I do 
not know but what it is nov/ too late, and that this. 
Union, over which you have preached so much, 
and about which so many eloquent Bcnlencea have 
been framed, ia already at an end. Certainly you 
have severeii many of its strongest ties, and but 
little more remains besides that formal Reparation 
which e.'nbiUered feelings mast floon render a ne- 
cessity.. You. did enough to dissolve it when y'ou 
commenced organized robberies of our property — 
when you murdered our citizens — v^hen you vio- 
lated every constitutional obligation, imd forgot 
every tie which bound us together as a people. 
Reserve, then, your denunciations of disunion for 
yourselves. It ia your act, and yoa can .say noth- 
ing of each other bo harsh as to be unjust. 

Often, Kiv, have I stood in a valley and watched 
the 8un as it descended behind the mountaina. At 
morning and at noon the whole earth was bathed 
in a flood of giorious light, but as the great Jumi* 
nary cf day travehd westv.'ard ott his journey, 
eJffiilow afu;r shadow began to steal along tho 
mountain side. As he sunk lower and lovi'cr, th« 
slmde gathered deeper and deeper, until the whole 
valley was covered with gloom and not a solitary- 
beam lighted up the thick darkness which seitltnl 
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upon it. Even ao iiaa it been with this Republic. 
Itfl earlier dayo were blessed v/ilh the glad light of 
a glorioua prosperity ; trials tint' diflicu'lics like 
summer elouda rapidly melted away; hosta of in- 
vadei'ijj m all the dread panoply of w£ir, landed 
upon our shores, but they were swept off like in- 
serts by the wing of the tempest. Everything; 
aro«3nd U3 \Vas brightna^a and fiecurity. After a 
while t5ui ^reat arch enemy of man evoked the 
spirit of abolition, and then alovi^ly but. surely the 
slindpw and the night began to creep over the land, 
i have watched it as 1 have watched the shade on 
the mountain. What it hag once gained i: has 
never lost. The spot that has once grown dark 
has remained dark forever. Steadily and contin- 
ually it has increased and deepened until it has 
spread above us a pall like that which hung over 
Jerusalem when the curses \denoanced by the 
prophets were about So be fulfilled. And am I 
now to be told that I-must neglect all the warnings 
written on the canvas of the past, madly turn 
ftway from the contemplation of the future, and 
permit myself to be lulled into a fatal security by 
siren songs in favor of the Union ? However much 
I may have loved that Union, 1 love the liberties 
of my native land far more, and youhavetaught me 
that they might becoma antagonists; that the ex- 
istence of the one might be incompatible v/ith the 
other. The conviction came but slowly, for it 
was not without its bitterness. As a boy i looked 
upon the Union as a holy thing, and v/orshipped 
it. As a man 1 have gone through that in its de- 
fence which would have shriveled, thousands of 
the wretched silk-worms who, in peaceful times, 
earn a cheap reputation for patriotism by professing 
unbounded love for the Union. Even no|W I am 
not unmindful of all the glorious memories that 
. v?e have in common; i do not f'orget that there has 
come down to us a rich inheritance of glory which 
ie incapable of division. I know that side by side 
the North and the South struggled through the 
Revolution; that side by side their bloody foot- 
prints tracked the snow of Valley-Forge; that 
aide by side they crossed the icy billows of the 
Delaware, and snatched from fate the victory at 
Trenton. I rememb'jr all the story of the trtnes 
that tried men's souls, and feel the full strength of 
all the bonds it baa woven around us. If they 
have been fcarfuUy v;eakened, if iKeytire now 
about to snap asunder, the sin and the folly be- 
long not to us, but lo those who have forced us 
to choose between, chains and infamy on ihs one ' 

REMARKS OF, 

Mr. EUTLER said : I had no idea of taking any 
part in this debate, except so far as to suggest the 
propriety of printing the resolutions, intending to 
take another occasion to discissg the topics v/hich 
have been brought under discussion in this unex- 
pected debate. But, sir, the gentleman from Ver- 
mont, the other day, indulged in a very wide 
range of debate, so far as regards one of the sub- i 
jects which he thought proper to bring within the 
scope of his remarks. tJe discussed all the doc- 
trines connected with the organization of territo- 
rial government, and uttered many sentiments 
well calculated to arrest attention—such as seemed 
ft> provoke a reply. 



hand, or equality arid independentic on the other- 
We are not the assailants, but tho assailed; and it p 
does not become him who maintains a Just cause |? 
to calculate the consequences. 

The Senator from Vermont [Mr. Phelps] has 
undertaken to assert in f3ub3tance that thfe whola | 
v/orld looked upon us with abhorrence, and tlat by 
upholding thoinstitution of slavery we haveplacea 
ourselves beyond the pale of civilization. Whera 
th.e people of his own State, and their reprcsenta- L 
tives here and elsewhere, give extraordinary ovi- ? 
dences of uncommon morality and Christianity,,! | 
may listen with patience to a lecture from him; | 
but, as I do not understand that to bo the case, I 
must be^permitted to say that the raaii who could 
utter such charges against a v/hole, people is not 
only reckless of v/hat is due to the body of which 
he is a member, but gives the highest evidence that 
he is utterly ignorant of ail the courtesies of life, 
and entirely beyond the pale of that civilization of 
which he speaks. * 

I hope I have satisfied the Senator from Ohio 
that our complaints are not altogether causele-^s. 
I have but little more to add. There are two 
classes of men who have brought this Government 
to the point at which we now stand — actuated by 
very dilTerent motives and :princip!es, but equally 
culpable, and equally chargeable with the crime of 
treason to the land. The first is that band of 
northern fanatics who, regardless of right, regard- 
less of the Constitution, forgetful of all past obli- 
gations, and of all moral and social ties, nave exci- 
ted and continued a wild and reckless warfare upon 
an institution of which they know nothings and 
whose blessings or curses should have been alike 
indifterent to them. The second class is one for 
whom I have less respect, and of whom I alv/ays 
speak with less patience. It is that timid, hesita- 
ting, shrinking portion in our own section of the 
Union who are afraid to march up to the line— -to 
meet the oppressoi: on the confirssa, and hurl him 
back the very mbment his footstep presacs forbid- 
den ground. A 'great poet, in the story of hm 
visit to the infernal regions, gives a description of 
certain souls which aptly applies to them. Bo 
found them outside the gates of Hell, and says: 

Here, with thosci caitiff angels, they abi<!e 

Who stood aloof in Henveu— to God untrue, 
Yet wauling coinage wHSi liis ibea to side. 

lieavcn cast them forth its beaulj' not to stain, . 
And UgH rp.ftisea to receive them too; 
From them no glory could the datnncd obtain.'* 




The gentleman from Ohio, this morning, in a 
somewhat prepared effort, I think, has come for- 
ward, and has avowed doctrines which in tKeir 
tendency and operation caenot be disguised, and, 
sir, while he has admonished us to cultivate har- 
mony, and while he end others have given ua 
homilies on the value of this Unioi7,he hag avowed 
sentiments, and, not only on this occasion but on 
others, has inculcated doctrinta, which wilt sow 
broadcast tho seeds of discord — such as make odi- 
ous and arrogant distinctions between different 
sections of this Confederacy. His doctrines would 
seem to aim at the disfranchisement of the south- 
ern section of the Union, both through the actioa 



of the Federal Legislature and under the orguni" 
Ration of pwties. It is not mere sentiment, but n 
Boheme that he insists on lo carry owt his plans of 
operation. He presumes on an increasing major- 
ity in the North and a minority in the South, as I 
shall show by his expressed aentimenta. I cannot 
therefore allow him to preach decent moderation, 
when I know he Jias^ with others, ultijmate de3io;ns 
--designs which I will not allow him to disguise, 
under the forms and professions ef moderation. 

He avows openly that he will submit to no com- 
promiee, and will assimilate to no party that v/ill 
not recogni/.e as a basis the free-soil principles; in 
other wordsj to form a party to be known as free 
democracy—a party that puts under the ban slave- 
holders as tainted partners in the aasociatson. He 
speaks of the South aa having 'rseld the offices of 
the Confederacy, and he avows doctrines that will 
hereafter, by way of retnljation, disfranchise them 
in the future unless . they shetll come to terms to be 
prescribed on the basis which he has taken for 
party organization. I have now a letter before 
me, v/hich I ahall hav-e occasion to refer to, by 
way of verifying all that I have said; a letter in 
which he openly avows his reliance on the minor- 
ity of southern interests, andj according to my 
view, on southern defection; what he calls deser- 
tion, I would call treason. His self-sustaining nu- 
merical strength I Busped is at the bottom of his 
sublime political morality. He aims at certainty 
on the disposition of submission by the South to 
the doctrineg which he has avowed. Confidence 
has been inspired by the desire of the South to pre- 
serve the Union, and its past history somewhat 
sanctions the assumption. Summed up in a few 
words, he catcuiates upon the uhconuitional sub' 
mission of one section in accommodating itself to 
the organizatian of parties to be made exclusively 
by another section ; with kind and gentle allowancea, 
hov/ever, for dese-rtion from the southern ranks for 
tha sake of the prizes of office. But, sir, for fear I 
might do the honorable gentleman injustice, I will, 
before I sit down, read es^tracte from a letter, which 
seems to have been prepared 'oy him with the care 
I of one avowing a sc!emn creed. It is a creed that 
j soars to the he?(s/ansin its doctrines, butlooks to the 
i earth for its rev/ards. Philanthropy prescribes the 
I latitude of its boundaries, v/hilst selfishness con- 
'tracts the scofje of its operation; a philanthropy 
[whose center, is everywhere, and whose circum- 
sferenee is nowhere, bui whose practice is to be 
jfound in the sordid appropriation of office and 
[property. 

5 But allow me to say I am naturalist enough to 
Iknow that it is not the purest bird that flies the 
Ihighest. It is said of the condor that it alights in 
ithe rare and cold atmosphere of the snow-capped 
lAndes; and yet it is a bird of obscene propensities, 
land feeds on the corruptions of the earth. These 
Igenllomen, who are so sublime in their morality, 
Iwhen they descend from the elevation which their 
|theory aspires to, to the practical application of 
Itheir doctrines, are ready to deprive us of the soil 
|that has been won by the common blood and cora^ 
jnon treasure of the country-— are ready to appro- 
ipriate to themselves the offices atsd their ftmolu- 
lentsi, under the organization of parlies, and under 
ithe fraudulent forms of legislation to effect an 
sdious inequality. Even Federal eligibility to of- 
ice has been assailed, if it should be claimed by a 
southern man. 



Sir, di^ygo further, «.wd tell you in so warty 
words, that acquiescence in their propussitiona w:U 
not satisfy themj for that wna the true import of 
the language of the Senator from New Hampshire. 
He says, that C'-)nces3l4-)n3 that ^■.ave tnken place, 
swell the spirit of fanaticidin; that it ha« an sdeal 
excellence which w»U not compromise with soy- 
thing but the sublimity of an unlimitct' morality* 
They arc to attain this point by progrcfssive aj^gr^a- 
sion, and to liold those v;h6 dcfsnd their rigiiia iia 
responsible for tb.e Union. Those who hme dbne 
the wrong have no right to assign the positloo on* 
the parties to the issue. The South has never aa- 
aniled the Union; they have chet-ishcd it and made 
all the compromises to preiserve it; euul I Bfey now, 
the northern gentlemen hold the scissors of Sta 
fate in their own,handsi. They can close (hemon 
the cords of this Urtion by "joing on in their reck- 
less aggression, or stay their hand ond do jubIjcc* 
They are the moving parties, and in Jupiter Slslor 
they may find a deity worthy of worfsuip; but sf 
they go on, they may presume too much m\ ih'& 
arts of Mercury. The course which has been ad- 
vertised xs a rebuking commentary on, southern 
acquiescence in wrongful oggreKsion.. Those who 
have been guilty (cf the wrong shall not ho5d me 
liable for the corisequehGCs, nor Bhall Ihcy assign 
me a position to the issues which they have raadi?* 
If they have brought the Union ih jeopardy, thoy 
shall not throw the odium of disi!iiionisl«j on the 
defending and innocent party. Politicians hfty«2 
played with this iiubject as an clement of po5w5«sI 
game, and that game shall have the trua parties 
to it. 

I say it now, and with perfect fs'mccrky ana ^n- 
dor, that the people of the ^Slat«^ wlH''!h i ??pi'csftn!i. 
and the people of the southern. States m !gmm&% 
have never taken measures thus far with the vieiar 
or. wish that they should result in disunion, i go 
further, and say that their nctiuiesccncq in tdm-- 
promise is a refutation of the charges thjit hav« 
been made against them. What comupromise ihni 
did not require a sacrifice of right ond honor hm 
not been acceded to on the pari of lh6 Bmth. ? 
What compromise ths I she entered into han she 
violated ? These are questions that may he obvia- 
ted by evasion or denunciation of a eelf-susiainirjg 
majority, but honesty will only answer them be- 
fore thejribunal of history. The past cannot h& 
changed, and it will go to show that Ui« South hm 
made sacrifices to form the Union, and have anb- 
mitied to unequal compromisesi la preserve il. The 
North has presumed on that iovcof union to sanc- 
tion their progrcFsivc and arrogant prelenslona. 
No, sir, the history of the Confederacy, and espis- 
cially the history o'f this question, will show a de- 
gree of submission to compromise that aalonishesK 
me in the review of it, 1 shall not go further thao 
to speak of the history of this question with my 
connection with it. It has suggested new and mis* 
chievoua elements of sectional and selfish policy, 
alien to the whole spirit of the ConstUutEoj), and 
the love of justice which inspired its life. Will the 
gentleman inform me what measure of compromtae 
hds ever been proposed to us, if it were an honor* 
able and just compromise^ that has been rejenlsd 
us ? When it was proposed to extend the Missouri 
compromise to ti>e Pacific, by whonrt was that 
proposition made? It was made by one stdo, and 
promptly and even scornfully rejected by the other, 
it waa refused, even with the wantonness of rejec* 



Uon. It was lefused on the assumption thai some 
of our own men would join in the repudiation. 
By implication that compromise has been kiupposcl 
to give to the South, in all territories south of 369 
30' ftsitite control. Whilst it in ievnia excluded 
slavery north of that line, it recognized the right that 
it should esiqt, if the people thought proper, south 
of that line. Experience has shown that the temp- 
tation to disregai-d it depended on the power of 
doing so, to operate on a minority made, so by its 
operation. It has eerved th^ office of taking power 
froifi the South and placing it in the hands of those 
who have not rinaf'naniinity and justice to observe 
its obligations, it has been but a dam of sand 
that has given way to the tide of insolent power/ 
When the questions gro*ivinoj out of a proposition 
10 give governments to our "Mexican acquisitions 
assumed a critical aspect, an honorable effort, with^ 
out regard to sections, was made to settle them 
forever, and to take them out of the arena of polit- 
ical gamesters. That efFort resulted iii the Clayton 
bijl, it was framed to save tHe honor of the South. 
Many thought her rights were not secure under it. 
i will not state its terirta. It proposed an honor- 
able compromise, without improper concession. 
What has been kk fate? The South generally ac- 
quieficed in it; and, I solemnly believe, for the sake 
of the Union. Does this look like a desire or design 
to dissolve this Confederacy ? No, sir, it was any- 
thing else. It was a sacrifice to the very name of 
the Union. It has provoked a confidence that may 
be fetal, i fear it has given rise to a deluBion, that, 
there are no limits to which the North may not go. 
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Senator from Wisconsin, well guarded in its pro 
visions, in relation to New Mexico and Galifornia, 
proposing to e:itend the Constitution, as far as its 
provisions were applicable, to those Territories; 
?^ndlo establish courts to enforce them and other 
fundamenfal la\ys. It was assumed on that occa- 
Bion that it conceded too'much to the South, and 
gave them.the advantage in. the issue. Was not 
^atgoi'^g lar the spirit of cprnpromise? . Could 
anything more strangely shov/ the wantonness of 
rion-s!aveholdihg arrogance ? That was set aside, 
arid a clause with a snare under it was insisted on 
by northern gentlemen as giving all that would set- 
tle, the question; in other~Vt?ords, a clause io cover 
the Wilmdt proviso. iSir, the compromises heve 
all been oneway— into the lion's den~nulla vestigia 
retrorsum. Bu 1 1 shall go further and say , we have 
Violated lione of the compromises into which we 
have entered, whilst we have rejected none that 
have been offered to us on honorable terms. We 
have hem forced to a position which we must hold, 
and we must not be blindi u any longer by faithless 
compromises and heartless professions. 

Is this not a proposition full of meaning? It 
may be that the cup of conciliation is esltlausted. 
I shali say nothing of that. I will not utter men- 
ace, nor will 1 indicate the end of this feaiful ques- 
^'^P'. We have acceded to all that would preserve 
q'Ur honor in ,every cosnpromise that has been^ 
proposed. Indeed, we have evinced a desire to 
let this question pass by, on a point of honor, and 
yet gentlemen come out and accuse those who have 
maintained those compromuies, and manifested a 
desire to defend their rights, of a design to sever 
tf/e Union. Oh yes, v/e are the people, iliey say, 
Wlto have shown a disposition to sever the differ- 
eni portioiis of this Union ! ft is the v/olf taking 



offence at the lamb, because he contradicted him in 
saying he bad not muddied the water in drinking 
below hira. 

The South,-at the time of the formation of this 
I Confederacy, madesacrifices,and deprived herself 
of the aceptre, She-parted with the sceptre v/hen 
she consented to the formation of this "Uhion, 
whevjt she gaveup to the North the power of regu* 
lating commerce, by a mere majority. But I shall 
go no further into the history of this matter at 
j pj;esent. I shall check myself, so/ar as the tend- 
l^hcy of this argument is concerned; but 1 have 
[ much to say on it, and I go back to the honorable 
f Senator from Ohio. The gentleman from Ohio ia 
i a Senator; he represents, In part, one of the largest 
' States in the Confederacy, and, sir, his opiniojia 
ar§ to be respected. • I am satisfied that he, likft 
many others, acts under the pressure of an ex parte 
constituency. They are. exponents of those who 
have never looked except upon one side of. ihia 
question. Many who come here are committed 
exponents of irresponsible masses. They are 
facile and publican politicians, v/ho feel themselves 
bound to the law of obedinnce. They act in a 
chaniiel that popular' prejudice and irresponsible 
persons, have made for them, and yet they talk ofi 
slavery. They get their places^ here by alavish 
submission. They violate the Constitution before, 
they come here, by vows on. an unconstitutional 
altar. As for any effect that might be prod uced by 
mere speaking, I would much rather, addi'ess the 
people than their representatives. The people have 
no temptation to do what is wrong.^ They might 
he jiffcctf.d. hy a dispassionate appeal to, their juds- 
meiits. At Icast^ they could bV approached' as^a 
tribunal that could revievn' s^s judgment. They 
could, have no interest to maintain qn adversary 
position, where from feeling and d)\ty tiicy might 
wish to become friends. Politicians will play with 
copies aa a part of a gamcj which the people would' 
shrink from with horror could they see the conse- 
quences. I think It may be safely said thai those 
who yield most to transierft popular prejudice, and 
indulge in habitual expressions of love to the peo- 
ple, would betray them soonest if there were an 
adequate temptation. An accommodating spirit is. 
generally associated with a facility in mora,h£y. 

There are occasions on which I might expect, 
statesmen and patriots to elevate themselves above 
those irresponsible infiuefices, but the day haa 
i passed, l am afraid, when such men are to bo 
i found. And in making this statement I will not. 
I tea? away one leaf from the history of the, North, 
j I will not deprive the North of an iota of credit 
! that ia her due. The past is secure, end I speak 
I of it only in an historical point of viev/ ; but I wilJi 
not sit here and hear doctrines expressed which, 
in their consequences must degrade a : portion o£ 
the Confederacy, and deprive posterity of the, 
rights which we iiavfi ourselves inherited. 

I will ask the 'Secretary to read a letter of iha 
Senator from Ohio, because, as I have attributed 
to it an influence, the letter, itself will furnish the. 
evidence upon which I have based it. 
The, Secretary read as follows: 

, C1H01UKA.TX, 1849, 
, MyuEAnSiR: E observe iiidioations in various (juartera 
of a disposition on ilic part or iiifltifiiiliiil gentleincn to in- 
lerpoae difficuliies in the way ofcottliiil union lielween the 
old lin« dcmocraey anil tlie free democracy, by insisting on 
conditiOFis to which the latter rtnnot a<»refi without tba 
sacrifice of priticipies which they hotd far dearer than party 
success. ... ' ■' 
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The fr«e deinocifafiy, holding in common vvjili tliu old line 
democracy Uie cardinal an<l cfisciiiial doctriiies of the denio- 
craiic faith, believe lltat ilift tinie 1ms ysowu: for the npplica- 
lion of those doctrines to the subject of slavery, as well as 
tr, the sultjet'-tH of currency and trade. Tliey bolisvc that 
Hlavcry ia the worrit fornV of dcs[);)ti:^!Ti. The ownership of 
one ninu by anoUier is the moat absolute suiijectiovi known 
to htiniaa «xperienee. N« Derooerat, who has any real 
living faith in the great cardinal docldne of democracy, that 
all n>eii have equal rights by nittnre,and thatJhe o:;ly legit- 
imate obj(iet of f;overnn)ent is to ninintaiii and secure these 
rights, can doubt that slavehnUiing is grosnly inconsistent 
with democratic prineiplca. 

It is not necessary to advert to the circumstances which, 
fofniaijy years!, prevented either of the great parties of the 
eounlrj; Troin taking uny grouJid against slavery. It is 
unoush that circmn^tancGs iire now changed. The acqtsi- 
sitfon of Mexican territoi ies has presented the question of 
slavery in new aspects. Heretofore Ihe slave power yva.s 
contenlwilh retaining flave tcrntory as slave territory; »iiow 
it iiP.eka io subject free territory to th« blight of slavery. 
Tbi>5 enorinou3 preten&ion has led to a more peneral exam- 
inaiioii of the constitvitional relations of the National Gov- 
eniment to the ijiave system; and that examination haa 
fastened tlitf conviction on the inind.s of thousands and 
hundred.s of thousand?, that the government of the Union is 
hound to prohibit slavery in iSie territories, and to exert all 
its loifititnate and constitutional puvvirs to liaiit, localize, 
and diseonragf; it, and especially to prohibit its existence iu 
all places wiiliin the sphere of its exclusive jusrisdiction. 

This is the coriviction of freq democracy. Tlicy hiive 
announted it over and over again, and are pledged to govern 
thp^ir political aciipn by it. TJ)is pledge they wil! undoubt- 
edly redeem. 

Now, what is to hinder the- reftpUon of this faith !»y the 
old-line demoeniey? Wiiat «haU prevent their bold and 
frani; avowal of it? What should interfere with manly and 
straightforward action ia consistency with iti* 

I can see but one thing— the alliance, so called, with the 
slavehoSden^ themselves— the fear of hising their political 
support and infiue^ice ia a Presidential election. 

it ia •?£ry cenmB \h'M «"^nsideration ol' mere polit- 
ical expediency ous;/if to induce the deniOcracy to refraiii 
from carrying out its own principles; and it seems tome 
equally certain that political expediency and duty at this 
time coiticide. 

For, what will be the coat to the deuincracy of ilie alliance 
of tlie filavetiolders in a Presidential campaign? 

To {tetermine tliis quesUnn, it must Cua be seen what the 
slaveholders 'dumarid as the price of their aiiiaticr;. This 
demand i.s ea.siJy stated. 

It is non-intervention upon the subject of slavery. That 
ia, northern men may think and act at hume as they choose, 
a-»il southern men likewi.';e ; hut when norlhefrn men and 
southern mofi meet at Wariiinglon, either in executive or 
lejssialivs capucitiew, they must not take any action against 
silvery, but leave ihc slaveholdijrs at liberty to introduce 
alaveholdifig wherever they cu:}. 

I'his, if I underotantl it, is the ground of the Washinston 
Union, which has been approved by a number of Demo- 
cratic printt in the free Stales, aud universally, I believe, as 
vyeli it might be^ in theiilave States- 

Now, it is n«y deijberiUe opinion that it is utterly imprac- 
dcalile to unite the democracy on ihia platform ia the free 
States. =- ' 

The free democracy can never accede to ,it; andmain- 
tiining, as they do, the cardinal dficlrinesof democracy, and 
occupying, as they will, a hold atrd independent position on 
the slavery question and every otfier, the people who love 
boldness and independence will rally around them in such 
numbers ihatii will.be utterly impossible for compromising 
democracy to carey a respectable nurnbcr of the free SUitHs, 
and thfty must, as heretofore, divide tSie free States with 
comnrOnii.-ing Wlng'ii^n^, Success, therefore, or> the non- 
iiiterveiiJ.ion plalforui in, lor the old democracy, quite out of 
the que.stioij. 

The free democracy believe in non-intervention, such as 
thetJohsiitution requires; non-intervention by Congress wiih 
thr Iqjlsluiiihi of tht; Stales on the subject of slavery. But 
nf.iiher the liislory of the cou!itry, iinr the Constitution ni' 
the country, warrants non-intervcnliou by Congres.s willi 
slavery in territories and elsewhere, without the linut< of 
any Siute, hut within the exclusive juriFdicliou of the Na-" 
tional Governnietit. Slavery in such terriioiy or places can- 
not, under a strict construc'tioH of the Constftutsoii, exist at 
all. Slav^^ry in such territory or plates ought at least to be 
prohibited by Congress. 

I have regretted to see certain expressions attributcd'to 
John,Vun Buren, calculated lo revive Hiiplenssmf, faelings— 
uuch as, that the national democratic party in diisolvcd. I 



would prefer lo say, that the naiional deitiecr;)lic prufy ia in 
process of reRcnoration—in proiirc.-a, obeying that law of 
progrcJjiS which all its doctrines recognize, frouj tlie old plc.t- 
form of uon-intorvenlion to the JeiferBonian platform of r- !,i 
very restriction and discoiirageinent. U.ieems to me th.it 
the party in the free Stales ought at once to advance to the 
JefTursortian ground, and there unite in indis-wlublcphaian;; 
with their brethren of the free democracy. Let tiie pariy 
in the slave State-.; uilvaiice to the same ground. PcrluipSj 
in advancing, sonic- tnay desert and go over to the Conserv- 
atives. Possibly in llu.; slave States, the party must go into 
a temporary minority. Let it be so; The compensation 
will be found in the Concentration, unanimity, the invinci- 
bility of the^united democracy iu the free Statea. Triuui- 
phant in the free Stales, and strong, ^ly the strength oiT their 
principles, even in the slave States, the democracy can elect 
its 4iatianal candidates, under such circumstances, in despite 
of all opposition. i 

Such arc my views. I feel a strong confidence that timo 
will prove tludr correctness. I aui'K tleiTiocrat, unreserf- 
cdiy, and I fce{ e.wnesily eolicitouB for the success of the 
democratic organiantiori and the idumpli of its principles^. 
The doctrines of the democracy, on the suhject-s of trade, 
currency, and special privileges, command the entire assent 
of my judgment. Hut I cannot, while boldly asserting their 
principifl.T in reference to these subjects, shrink from, their 
just application to slavery. I should fee! guilty of shameful 
dereliction of duty if I did. You know what tnuHitudea 
now symputhizt! with me, and how truly. It ia this very 
fideUly to democratic principles vi ich mnkes it ithpossib'o 
for them to compromise with sla.,v ry. ^ What a rneianchoiy 
spectacle it would be to see the democratic party embracing 
defeat by such a compromise, and Uius making it necessary 
for hundreds of thousand* of the Vf nest Demoerat? in the 
land to choose beivveen udhe.Hlon to parly aisd :Mlh<',si'.»ii lo 
principle ! ■- ? 

The counsels of tho Washington Union tend to this, and 
in my judgntent cannot be safely followed. I shall be very 
glad to hear from you on this subject, arid meanwhile, re- 
irwin, truly, your friend, S. P. CHASE. 

J. G. Breblin, Esq. 

?yir. EU'Til.HR. Mow, siVj v^ho svs itiJh.vov sif 
union and who of disunion, according to the sen- 
timents there expressed. The gentiemon says it 
makes a sectional party in the prograinine of his 
party oigar.ization. The basis of his party is to 
proscribe the Sftuth. or to preautne on desertioh 
and treason. Us minority is the predicate of hif? 
Whole sage .superstructure of party organization. 
This is the emanation of the new-h'ght poHticians, 
who would throw into the shade of their contrast 
the statesmen who have preceded them. Tliose 
who go over to them are of the true failii, whilst 
those who adhere lo their ancient privileges and 
cons'titutionar positions are called deserters. Sir, 
the Kouthern man who goes over on ihiis qiiestion 
will be regarded as a traitorous sentinel, who has 
eiveti up his constituents for lucre. The South has 
Us peculiar instittition, and it is the duty of her 
repre-sp.ntatiyes to defend it to the last fcxtremity— - 
it ia th'e defence of our firesides. If I were lo ap' 
ply a meaning to the language used by the gentle- 
men, it would be very different fi'om that which 
he has given. Oh, yes, these gentlemen \^ho are 
for taking care of our slaves^ who express so miicir 
sympathy for them, who are for universal cman- 
cipation, and who cannot listen to any proposition 
which fails short of what they in their visionary, 
conceptions suppose will eventuate in the freedom 
of the whole human race, when applied to on ilia 
part of emancipated slaves, denylhem soil ui/oa 
which to rest the soles of their feet. 'They preach 
to the slave his right of rebellion against his mas- 
ter. So long ae he can hold out t<> him the means 
of running away, they are ready and willing to 
countenance him; but when they become free, we 
find on the part of those gentlemen a hostilit;^' 
equal to the love they professed. 

When Joiift Randolph, a distinguished citizen 
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of Virginia — iha>. State which paVe to the eentle- 
nian's State its" existence, with that ordinance 
■which haa been said to have hecn dictated by the 
very spirit of freedom, whilst in consoquenee it 
has been pregnant with mischief-— Mr. Randolph 
gave freedom to hia slaves, imagining that they 
would .easily find a place of refuge in territory 
made free, by Virginia. And what was the fact? 
They wero driven out of Ohio at the point of the 
bayonet. But, sir, if they had gone into the State as 
fugitives from their master, in violation of the mas- 
ter's right«, they would readily have found a home. 

Mr. CHASE. Will the gentleman allow me 
to correct him as to a matter of fact? The eman- 
cipated slaves of Mr. Randolph are, at this day, 
living in Ohio. Ohio desires a homogeriqous pop- 
ulation, and does not desire a population of varied 
character. Buf she drives no person from her te. • 
riiory at the point of the bayonet or otherwise. 

Mr. BUTLER. When the emancipated slaves 
of Mr. Randolph first entered Ohio the3r were not 
permitted to remain. There has been some alter- 
ation made since, I believe, in the laws of Ohio. 
Whether they are now in that State I cannot say. 
I am merely'stating an historical fact that they 
were not allowed to remain upon first entering the 
State. The gentleman cannot change ibe state of 
the case by his assertion and he need not attempt 
to dist6rt the fa«ts, because I know the history to 
be as I have stated. Yes, sir, they have proposed 
and voted for 

Mr. HUNTER. Will ray friend allow me to 
set hitn right in regard to this matter? I under- 
stand that the executor of Mr. Randolph's es?ate 
paid nine thousand dollars for a farm . for these 
emancipated blacks in Ohio, and when ihey went 
to take possession they were driven off by men 
armed v;it!i guns and pistols, and never permitted 
to settle upon the land that Jiad thbs been pur- 
chased for them. 

Mr. BUTLER. I thank my friend for this 
statement; it is aconsumips: refutation of what the 
gentleman has asserted. They reached Ohio only 
under the garb of being servants ; they claimefl 
theit' civil rights by appearing to be slaves to those 
who denounce slavery, &c. I believe that the 
only way to be received favorably in Ohio is .for a 
man to represent himself as a runaway slave. In 
their wondrous philanthropy tHey give them pro- 
lection if they represent themselves as runaway 
Slaves. But the gentlenian from Virginia has 
given you the true history of this matter, and I do 
not eland corrected by any explanation that the 
gentleman from Ohio has given. 
. But I was about to allude to the views of gen- 
tlemen in regard to California, and I shall have 
occasion to speak of that hereafter. I have no 
doubt they suppose that slaveholders are to be pro- 
hibited from carrying their property there, and 
perhaps that blacks will be excluded altogether, 
I will put the question to those who propose this 
sublime doctrine — I wifi 'put it to the gentleman 
from New Hampshire, and I believe he is at least 
candid, I wIM do him the Justice to say this~!f 
the South send ten thousand slaves to-rnorrow to 
a free State, with a view to make them free, shall 
we not be permitted to do so ? I do not believe 
tiie gentleman can answer the question. There is 
riot, sir, a non-s!avehoiding State in the Union 
that would receive our slaves if we chose to send 
them there. 



I myself hVve had an agency in sending. some 
free people of color to Ohio; and they were better 
off under a tolerated existence in South Carolina, 
where their rights would not have been invaded 
by vulgar ribaldry, than in a situation in which 
they feel all the effects of exclusion — where free- 
dom is talked of and where privilege is denied — 
v/here philanthropy in profession' covers oppres- 
sion. 

Iti.'j the interference of these pseudo-philanthro- 
pists which has prevented Uie masters and mis- 
tresses of slaves from setting them free. W e can- 
not do it now. sir, for we cannot send them into 
those States where the in.stitution does not exist. 
Nor can we, av.cording to the doctrine of these gen- 
tlemen, send them to' California or New Mexico. 
Why, sir, if they were to go into any free State, 
do you suppose they would be tolerated? What 
ii? to become of these people in favor of whom 
there have been such sublime sermons preached, 
whose condition is the subject of such super- 
scribable zeal and solicitude. > Those gentlemen 
have taken the blacks under thejr especial care. 
Baneful influences are exerted over them to make 
them dissatisfied with the condition in which 
they are placed, whilst there is no substantial 
mode pointed out to better their condition. The 
slave, under such iniuences, is made a rebel 
against his master, only that he may biecome 
an outcast and a pauper in the midst of hii!< 
professed friends, but in fact real enemies. In- 
cendiary publications are disseminated among 
them, and with a view to seduce them from their 
fidelity. V/hy, the very .speeches which gentle- 
men make on this iloor, 1 pay for in part under 
the poal office arraiigemeiua in seridsng thenfi:to 
I my State, that they may be disseminated and read 
i by or to the blacks; those speeches by which they 
are to be rendered dissatisfied with their condition. 
I perhaps have no right here to allude to a remark 
of an honorable gentleman from a non-.slavehold- 
ing State, and one of the most distinguished in 
the Confederacy, who declared to me once that 
you cannot better the condition of the slaves as 
a mass, if the relation of master and slave could 
be dissolved to-morrov/. You cannot give them 
the rights of freemen. The free States have re- 
fused it. •. I speak of Pennsylvania particularly; I 
do not know how far the remark will apply to ihc 
other States. You give- them but the liame of 
freedom, but none of its fruits. The condition of 
the slave could not be-bettered. But the gentle- 
man has denied that the free States are by clubs 
and as.^pciations making efforts to affect the condi- 
tion of th& slave and his master. How _do so 
many printed pamphlets find their way in the 
slave States ? How have these incendiary publi- 
cations found their way into South Carolina? 
Bundle.<9 of them have been found in our post of- 
j fipea. One individual has been indicted, but I for- 
• bear alluding to his case, as I would not control 
the administration of justice. 

But, sir, in the case alluded to, there is reason 
to suppose that a cohibination has been formed to 
produce a revolution in South Carolina on ths 
slave question. The pamphlets are now tf> be 
found, with an aim that cannot be mistaken. They 
arc incendiary publications in every -sense of the 
word, and written from the worst of rt'Otivt'S. 
There is a gentleman (Mr. Barret) who has gone 
to South Carolina, and there was found sn hispoa- 
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session large quaniuiea of pamplvleta and d^her 
documents, which were calculated to produce a 
irevoluiion in iho South. He stated that he did 
inot design theii- dissemination, but there they arc 
iin the post office, like a torch near a powder mag- 
luzitie, at this day- 
Mr. HALE. . Were they addressed to whiles 
or blacks? 

Mr. BUTLER. They were uddrcssed, I sup- 
Ipose, to some of youir whites — whiles who think 
Hike yourself. That is the best answer 1 can 
! make. ■ 

Mr. HALE. Then there are some persons of 
I n:iy way of thinking: at the South. 

Mr. UUTLER. Yes, there are some who travel 
i from your part of the country, and v/ho, having 
i been fostered by pur hospitality, have basely taken 
advantage of us, and cor«jmjiied treason against 
our institutions. It ia certain that these papers are 
sent there with a view to be used. I do not know 
"vhether Babbit is guilty or not. I shall make no 
charge. 

The gentleman has declared that he is not aware 
that any persona are associated for the purpose of 
sending tnese documents. Indeed. I am happjr to 
hear that he does not; but such documents are to 



be found, and I am sorry to <Jaclieve that some of 
these docunienta have been actually written by 
some of those persona who have, removed from the 
South to Ohio. That they do write , such docu- 
ments under the sanction of an Hasociaiion, I have 
no hesitation in saying. The purpose and purport 
of the whole thin^ is, these men travel about under 
l,he ostensible calling of selling drugs, or collecting ■ 
tnaterials for a gazetteer, that these inischievous 
documents shall be disseminated; and I am sure 
the gentleman must regard them as mischievous, if 
he believes what he says, for he says that he h 
opposed to interference; and yet, sir, there ja inter- 
ference continually. 

I had no idea of taking up the time of the Sen- 
ate; but when I sa\V the gentleman from Ohio rise 
here in his place and preach harmony, and ufider 
the garb of moderation to cloal^his real feelings), I 
could not refrain from making an exposure of his 
trueattitude to the issuer involved in the discussion. 

I shall not say here what the South will do. The 
honor and interests of these States will be safe now 
in their own keeping, - They have not raised the 
s^torm, but I hope they will not be terrified by it 
They wilt meet it with regret, but without terror 
I think. 



REMARKS OF MR. JEPFi).RSON DAVIS. 



Mr. DAVIS,'of Mississippi, said: Mr. President, 
I do not |inow that I fhou^d have said anything 
upon this occasion but for the fact that the Senator 
from New Hampshire [Mr. Hale] han made 
seyerni points^ and annnuncc-d thsjKrjn conr-ectiGn 
^ith the fact lisat he is about to be auisent from the 
Senate. Hi rspeech was quite in keeping, sir, 
with many he acts I have witnessed on the part 
of that Seniuor, It was characteristic with him to 
make a speech upon thia subject just before he 
was to leave the Senate, that he may avail himself 
of it, as I suppose, in the region he is about to visit, 
as food for. agitation, and as evidence of his prow- 
ess upon the floor. On this occasion, he has taken 
as his theme the defence of the factory laboreivr^ 
the intellectual cultivation and excellent morality 
of his constituents ; and in order to produce con- 
viction, I thought it exceeding weU, quite prudent, 
I will not say how necessary, that he should an- 
nounce that St was his colleague, and not himself, 
who dwelt am.ong and waato be regarded as the 
representative of so praiseworthy u population, so 
high in the scale of humanity, so moral, so intelli- 
gent and proper in all things. 1 thought it well, 
sir, that it was his colleague whom the honorable 
Senator located in the midst of such superior sam- 
ples of humanity. 

Mr. HALE. Will the honorable Senator per- 
mit me to interrupt him? {stated that my col- 
league resided in one manufacturing village of the 
kind I have described, and that I reside myself in 
another of the same kind. 

Mr, DAVilS, . i thought the Senator said it was 
his colleague who resided among these remarkable 

feople; but as he has now corrected the statement, 
can only wonder the more that, coming himself 
from the midst of a population so moral, so ac- 
coniplished, and instructed, therefore to be sup- 
posed so regardful of the rights of otherts, so 
regardful of the Constitution as those he has the 



honor to represent, he should make demonstra- 
tions such as he is constantly exhibiting upon this 
floor, i thought it well, as 1 understood him first, 
but now it assumes a more dubious form; and 
without the high eulogy which he delivered upon 
that population, and which 1 suppose he ia lo take 
home with him, I should have doubled their 
claims to such and so numerous virtues, I trust 
he will take home with him also the speech he de- 
livered the other day upon this floor, in which he 
announced that all those petitions and niemodals 
are a mere trick, intended for electioneering purpo- 
ses; that this agitation ia a mere gann ■., intended to 
cajole the people; that it is all a very harmless mat- 
ter; that it means really nothing, except to keep up 
an excitement, and secure votes to candidates at elec- 
tion time. I hope that the Senator will repeat that 
speech to tiiese people wiieri he happens to attend 
meetings whence these and oimilar resolutions ^o 
forth. When the people in that quarter of tne 
Union are about to be lashed iato fury against the 
institutions of the southern States by the prompt 
j ings of fanaticism, and, as a moral and religious 
duty, are urged to assail thfeit of which they 
know nothing, i hope that he will rise apd tell 
them how mean a spirit, how cort'upt a pur- 
pose, and how empty are the declarations which 
have provoked them to this madness. Le^ him 
tell them, as he told the -Senator from Vermont, 
when he referred to the introduction, of these 
1 resolutions, that it is a convenience to get up 
! resolutions of the sort when a Senator is to be 
' elected. I think, sir, this would be .*ar better than 
; any constitutional argument, or, if such thing could 
I be . siipposed there, than any southern address 
j which could be delivered. 1 tliink it would recall 
\ the patriotism and the justice even of the Senator's 
I own constituency to a sense of their folly and rash- 
i ness — retail them from their wild war upon tha 
rights of others, and cause them to reflect how far 
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they had been made the unwilling ,instrume,nt3 of 
mere demagoguea, seeking to eleviito themselves &t 
tiiieir expense aiid the expense of the country, by 
riieana of exciting their jealousy and passion. 

Butthe Senator makes another declaration which 
surprisea me — -not beiii^ very well informed' in re- 
lation to hi3 private history — that he is not a mem- 
ber of any of those associations which are opera- 

^ ting in the North against the instimtions of the 
South, and that he knows nothina; of them. I ahi 
glad to hear it; and can now uiideratand his decla- 
ration! that hfe knows of r,o associations for the 
purpose of printing incendiary publicaiions, to be 
circidated at the South. We do know it, and it is 
strange that he does not. Why, sir, the New 
York Anti-Slavery Society segds out more publi- 
cations, I believe, than the Senate of the United 
States. Ttey are sent not only into the southern 
States, but, sir^ ihlat society has printed numerous 
publicatiori^ for the express purpose of circulation 
iti California; and the purpose has been avowed, by 
means of agents and pubiicaticng gratuitously dis- 
tributed, to prevent slavery from being admitted 
into the constitution of Californiix. Not only this, 
but they are associated in close affiliation with 
similar societies in Great Britain and Scotland. 
They acknowledge the contributions of those so- 
cieties to be applied to these very objects for which 
they are laboring, according to their own reports. 
It is very strange that we, who -stand so far off, 
should know so much more in relation to these 
matters than the Senator from New Hampshire. 
Yet, sirj i am glad that it is'so — that such is the 
fact — because it exonerates the Senator from New 
HampJ^hire from much of that culpability which 
we had hferfetbfor6 assigned to him. ' 

.Ml"- President- LalwHysentsr-intoihe discussion 
of th* slavery question with feelings of reluctance: 
and only because I am forced into it by those who, 
having nothing to do with, neveirtheless inde- 

. Achtly interfeire in our domestic aftairs, have I 
done so. Sir, it is a melancholy fact, that morn- 
ing after morning, when we come here to enter into 
the business of the Seriate, our feelings should be 

f Harrowed up hy the introduction of this exciting 
oiiid profitless subject, and we be compelled to listen 
td insults heaped upon oiir institutions. Sir, there 
m no man who comes here to represent his con- 
stituency for high and useful purposes, and who 
feela uport himself the obligation of hif3 oath to 
maintain the Constitution of the United States i who 
could thua act, from day to day J for the purpose 
of disturbing the useful legislation of the country 
•~f6r no other piurpose than to insert another brand 
into the flame which every reflecting, fjober man 
now seea threatens to consume the fabric of our 
- Government. We of the South stand now, as we 

' Imve always stood, upon the defensive. Wc rtiised 
not this question; but when faised, it is our duty 
to dfefend ourselvcis. For one, sir, my purposes 
are to keep down this sp(?cies of excitement, both 
here and at home. I know the temper of those 
whom I reprfesent, and they require no promptings 
to resist aggression or insult. I know their deter- 
. mination. It is well and deeply taken, and will be 
shown when the crisis comes. They make no 
threats ageiihst any one, and least of all against the 
Union, for which they have made isuch heavy and 
cnntinued sacrifices. With them Union is a sen- 
tiraeut, not a calculation— -they adhere to it with 
the tfejiacity of filial affection; but their adhesion 



1 in no degree veauHs from convictions of inter- g 
j est._ They know their rights, while they fecipl 
I their wrongs; nnd.thoy wiU maintain the onc.lil 
resent the other, if it may be, will preserve^ 
our constitutional Union; but the Uiiion wiA-fc 
out the Constitution they hold to be a curse, p 
I Willi the Constiiiuion, they will never abandon it. m 
! We, sir, are parties to this Union only ifnder thefe^l 
I Constitution, and there ii? no power known in the {|| 
I world that, could dictate to my little State a Union M 
in which her rights were coniinually disrespected ty$ 
and trampled upon by an unreatramed majority. || 
The present generation, sir, Will maintain the char- 1| 
! acter their faihers won. They well know how to ii 
sustain tlie institutions which they inherited, even S 
by civil war, if that be provoked. They will |f 
march up to this issue, and mecl it face to face, If 
though the world weVe inarms against them. | 
This is our position; you have not respected it. | 
I know yours, and cannot respect it; and know- | 
1 ing it, i earne to this session of Congress with | 
I melancholy forebodings — with apprehension that | 
j it might be the last of our Government. I still i 
J trusted, however, in the intelligence and patriot- | 
ism of the masses, for I have long since said that | 
I put no faith in politicians. I feel that they have | 
ftused a storm wnich they cannot control. They | 
I have invoked a spirit which they cannot allay, and s 
1 dare not confront. And yet I believe that the « 
honest masses, the descendants of the .Frank- 
lins, the Hancocks, and the Adamses, if they | 
saw our institutions about to be destroyed by \ 
a mean and captious exercise of the power of I 
demagogwes to press ' to a fatal extrpn^iiy ag- | 
gressions upon our rights by the North, would i 
rise up in their strength, and would enforce the | 
j justice and obligations of the Constitution. This 
is no indication of any confidencs which I pht 
in their representatives; with them' I am ready 
to meet this issue face to face; and if the represent- 
atives of that people think proper to sow the 
seeds of dissension, and to inflame the passions 
and prejudices of one section, whilst they drive 
the other by every possible provocation to the 
point of civil %var, then all 1 have to say is, that 
the representatives of the South, true to their con- 
stituency, are prepared to meet the issue here and 
nov/. if this is to be the hot-bed of civil war, if 
frotn this as a center the evil is to radiate through- 
cut our country, here let the first battle be fought! ! 
If gentlemen come here constantly to press upon' 
us, «trip us of our rights, to move the people of 
one section of the nation to hostility against the 
othetj 1 hope that those who have broiJght the 
country to this crisis will meet the first test. 

Mr, President, it is no part of the business of a 
southern representative here to deliver panegyrics 
upon the attachment of his constituents to the 
Union. We have proved our love of the Union 
and our devotion to it too often mid too long to 
require such declarations. Let tliose who fee! 
that it may be doubted make their declarations of 
fidelity to, the Union; we have nothing of the kind 
to do. If the State of Vermont chooses to serid 
to the Senate of the United States insulting resolu- 
tions relating to her sister States, let the Senators 
and Representatives of that State do their duty in 
relation to them; and as 1 say nothing against a 
sovereign State, I will only say to those Senai'ors 
i that I regret that Vermont has not now such con- 
i' stitutional scruples as actuated her in the war of 
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1812i and that she does not keep her reaohUto.na 
within her own limits, in this war of sectional 
eggsession, as she attempted to keep hev troops 
during that war of national defence. 

I regret that I shall have to part -with many 
friends with whom I have uniformly acted in the 
Senate, upon the motion, now pendingr to print 
these resolutions. I would agree to print them, 
hovi^ever offensive they miprht be, if the Slate had 
sent them to the Senate. The State has a ns;ht to 
Bpeak to the Senate, and be heard. But I sco-ept 
the argument of the Senator from Georgia, which ' 



has\improperly, as. it aeerns to me, been called 
special pleading, that they are the propestf of the 
Senators to whom, they arc directed, anii i'lterccivc 
no obligation requiring them to have been placed 
before the Senate, They are instructions addressed 
to them, v/ith reference to theiir «v/n duties, and 
might just as ^ell remain in their own poe':<:tc z^. 
to lie upon the table of the Senate. I hold lit:..; 
to be unjust, to be untrue, offensive, inGuii';;;, 
treasonable to the Constitution; and I will not e • 
dorse them by my vote. I have ihus brieily r,! ' 
' my reasons. 
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